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ovsky. Nicholas Chernyshevsky (1828-1889), son of a priest, began his literary career in 1855 with the publication of a treatise on the utilitarian nature of art. His remarkably popular articles in the review Sovremennik (The Contemporary), however, dealt chiefly with economic questions and expounded, within the boundaries imposed by censorship, the ideas of revolutionary socialism. After the emancipation of 1861, which he regarded as inadequate, Chernyshevsky became involved in revolutionary activities, was arrested in 1862, confined for two years in the fortress of Peter and Paul in St. Petersburg, and then deported to Siberia, where he remained until 1883. During his detention in the fortress Chernyshevsky wrote his celebrated novel What to Do? a tendentious revolutionary saga devoid of literary merit. It was received, nevertheless, as a revelation by the radical youth and established a fashion for political novels, at which many younger authors tried their hand.
Nicholas Dobroliubov (1856-1861), like Chernyshevsky, the son of. a priest, was the literary critic of Sovremennik. Although he died at the early age of twenty-five, he had a profound influence on the development of the revolutionary movement. His criticisms were not concerned with the literary quality of the books about which he wrote; the latter were merely texts for the exposition of his own social and political views. This type of literary criticism, which is but a form of political journalism, took firm root in the Russian tradition, was preserved until the end of the empire, and in a perverted form survives under the Soviet regime. Dimitry Pisarev (1840-1868), a country squire by birth and education, rivaled Chernyshevsky and Dobroliubov as the idol of radical youth. His philosophy, expounded with great brilliancy in his essays, was that of nihilism (or, as it was quaintly called, ''thinking realism"), that is, rejection of the past and assertion of individuality, guided exclusively by reason and science, as both the supreme aim of self-expression and the sole true instrument of social progress. Pisarev's crusade against traditional values extended to art and literature, to which he denied all virtue unless they served social and revolutionary purposes. Hence his attack on Pushkin. The career of Pisarev was brief. In 1862 he was arrested for spreading revolutionary propaganda, spent four years behind bars (most of his writing was done during his incarceration), and was accidentally drowned two years after his release. Peter Lavrov (1823-1900), army colonel and professor of mathematics in the Artillery Academy in St.